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(v)

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 31, 1997.

Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER:
In accordance with Rule X(2)(d) of the Rules of the House of Rep-

resentatives, I respectfully submit the oversight plans of each com-
mittee together with recommendations to ensure the most effective
coordination of such plans and otherwise achieve the objectives of
the House Rules.

DAN BURTON, Chairman.
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OVERSIGHT IN THE 105TH CONGRESS

RECOMMENDATIONS

OF THE

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM AND
OVERSIGHT

(Pursuant to Rule X, clause (3), the Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight presents to the House the oversight plans
submitted by each standing committee, along with the committee’s
recommendations for ensuring the most effective coordination of
such plans.)

Congressional oversight, as envisioned by the Majority Leader-
ship of the House, is ultimately about the public interest, the lib-
erty of citizens, and the taxpayers’ dollars. The ability, and duty,
of popularly-elected Representatives to oversee the executive
branch is a fundamental component of the system of checks and
balances established by the Founding Fathers. The Rules of the
House of Representatives ensure Congress’ responsibility to the
public in this regard. Pursuant to House Rule X, clause 2(b)(1),
each standing committee of the House ‘‘shall review and study, on
a continuing basis, the application, administration, execution, and
effectiveness of those laws, or parts of laws, the subject matter of
which is within the jurisdiction of the committee and the organiza-
tion and operation of the Federal agencies and entities having re-
sponsibilities in or for the administration and execution thereof, in
order to determine whether such laws and the programs there-
under are being implemented and carried out in accordance with
the intent of the Congress and whether such programs should be
continued, curtailed, or eliminated.’’

Congressional oversight in the 105th Congress should focus on
three fundamental efforts: (1) Review the implementation by the Ex-
ecutive Branch of recent policy changes enacted by Congress to as-
sess their effectiveness. Congress enacted significant reform legisla-
tion in the 104th Congress. These reforms include the termination
of 270 useless Federal programs, offices, agencies and projects, and
the privatization of four major government programs. Other reform
efforts, such as the Unfunded Federal Mandates Reform Act, the
Federal Acquisition Reform Act, the Line-Item Veto Act, the Paper-
work Reduction Act, the Debt Collection Improvement Act, and the
Information Technology Management Reform Act, will enhance
management practices government wide, and help reduce unneces-
sary burdens placed upon State and local governments. Still other
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legislative reforms make improvements in specific programs areas.
These include the enactment of comprehensive Welfare reform,
telecommunications reform, and lawsuit abuse reform. Many of
these reforms have already resulted in major cost savings and im-
provements in the efficiency of the Federal Government. But they
will need continued monitoring and oversight by the Congress to
ensure their success as effective legislative changes. In their over-
sight plans for the 105th Congress, House committees recognize the
importance of their responsibility to oversee the implementation of
recent legislative reforms. The Government Reform and Over-
sight Committee recommends that committees fully utilize
the auditing and oversight services of the General Account-
ing Office, the Congressional Research Service, and agency
Inspectors General to augment their efforts to oversee im-
plementation of these critical legislative reforms.

(2) Review existing government programs in order to inform the
public and build a compelling case for further change and reform.
While the legislative successes of the 104th Congress are laudable,
many other opportunities for streamlining, improving efficiency,
and reducing costs to the American taxpayer exist. The following
committee oversight plans reveal priority areas for programmatic
and agency reform efforts in the 105th Congress, including: fun-
damental reform of the tax code; structural reform of the Internal
Revenue Service; Medicare reform; reform of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service; reform of the General Services Administra-
tion; reform/restructuring of the Commerce Department, State De-
partment, Labor Department, and Department of Housing and
Urban Development; reform of the National Park Service; deregula-
tion of electric utilities; and, reform of the U.S. intelligence commu-
nity. All but a small handful of House committees have incor-
porated into their oversight plans their intentions with regard to
the GPRA, or Results Act. This important act codifies the fun-
damental way Congress and the executive branches should be as-
sessing Federal Government missions and activities. The Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight Committee recommends that
each committee take full advantage of the House Leader-
ship’s current efforts to coordinate agency and program re-
view as legislated by the Government Performance and Re-
sults Act of 1993. This includes reaching out to our minority
counterparts as well as the Senate.

(3) Review government programs to root out waste, fraud and
abuse, thereby maximizing accountability in the Federal Govern-
ment to the public. The merits of Federal programs and activities
are, of course, subject to intense debate—particularly in times of
budget deficits and keen competition for limited Federal resources.
However, the importance of efficient, effective, and honest manage-
ment is not a debatable issue. Fraud, waste, abuse, and mis-
management serve no legitimate constituency or political interest.
They cheat both the taxpayers and the intended beneficiaries of the
programs and activities they affect. They also undermine the con-
fidence of the American people in the capacity and will of the Fed-
eral Government to perform its functions effectively. The Govern-
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ment Reform and Oversight Committee recommends that
committees carefully review the findings in (1) the General
Accounting Office’s ‘‘High Risk List’’ of 25 Federal programs
at risk for serious fraud, waste, and abuse; (2) agency In-
spector General semi-annual and annual reports to Con-
gress; and (3) the Government Reform and Oversight Com-
mittee September 1996 Report entitled ‘‘Federal Govern-
ment Management: Examining Government Performance As
We Near the Next Century.’’ These documents are an impor-
tant source of serious problems currently existing in the
Federal Government that need immediate attention by Con-
gress.
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